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-3HGLDWULFLDQV UHSRUW LQFUHDVLQJ UHTXHVWYV IRU uDFDGHPLF GRSL

9] A 15-year old girl and her parents recently came in for a chat with Dr.
| James Perrin, a Boston pediatrician, because they were concerned about th

JLUOTVY JUDGHV 3UHYLRXVO\ DQ $ VWXGHQW
family was convinces attention deficit hyperactivity disorder was at fault
and that a prescription for Ritalin would boost her brainpower.

$IWHU H[DPLQLQJ WKH JLUO 3HUULQ GHWHUP
parents, who had come in demanding a prescription, left engpigted.

Perrin, a professor of pediatrics at Harvard Medical School and spokesman
IRU WKH $PHULFDQ $FDGHP\ RI BHGLDWULFV
DQ LQFUHDVLQJO\ FRPPRQ VFHQDULR LQ GRF\
though there are no hard statistics on it.

SDUHQWYV ZDQW WKHLU NLGV WR H[FHO LQ VF|
JDO XVH RI VWLPXODQWY VXFK DV 5LWDOLQ D
Hoping to obtain the drugs legally, they pressure pediatricians for them,
6RPH HYHQ UHTXHVW WKH GUXJVY DIWHU RSHQ
child has ADHD.

3, VSRNH ZLWK >VRPH@ FROOHDJXHV WKH RW
cases recently where parents blatantly asked for the medication so that theil
children would perform better in school, yet there were no indications that
WKH FKLOG KDG $'+' ~ vD\V 'U 1LFN <DWHV D
medical ethics for Mercy Hospital in Buffalo, N.Y.

3. 1P YHU\ FRQFHUQHG WK DRWQGKAH KBRQ HW DN.QF
much tof ADHD drugs] being prescribed and used forlatbel pur-
SRVHV ~ VD\V <DWHYV

Academic dopingtusing these stimulant prescriptions in a effort to en-
hance focus, concentration and mental stamifat started on college
campuses, especially lvy League and exclusive, competitive schools. Now,
the problem is filtering down the secondary schools, Yates says, and more
parents are playing a role in obtaining prescription ADHD medication for
their teenagers.
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